Why your library should offer

immigration legal services

Modern-day public libraries are no longer solely story keepers, they are community and culture centers. They are
where people, young and old, go to learn something new and get ordinary things done, which could include a
variety of immigration legal services such as applying for naturalization. A library’s decision to become recognized
by the Department of Justice to provide these services builds upon the institution’s long legacy as a knowledge
provider, while offering hope to a community in great need. Several library systems are blossoming as DOJ
recognized organizations. Here is why you should join them!
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Immigration legal services are in high demand across the country. R&A, a library must demonstrate broad
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is one service provider for every 11,582 undocumented immigrants.

Librarians can help fill this void. Furthermore, becoming authorized

by the DOJ allows sites to expand upon services they already offer, such as ESL classes and citizenship workshops.
Instead of only helping someone fill out a citizenship application, now librarians can see the case through.

There is a thin line between being helpful and giving legal advice.

Your patrons can’t afford blurred lines. They need help on which they can depend. To avoid having simple
immigration questions lead immigrants to unscrupulous providers (such as notarios), libraries can provide accredited
legal representation. Comprehensive training, much of which CLINIC offers, then empowers a library to serve
families in a new way, while lessening the potential for errors when families are referred elsewhere.

For more information on how your library can become DOJ recognized,

contact Jack Holmgren at jholmgren@cliniclegal.org.




