July 11, 2019

Acting Secretary Kevin McAleenan
Department of Homeland Security
3801 Nebraska Avenue NW
Washington, D.C. 20016

RE: REQUEST FOR 18-MONTH EXTENSION AND REDESIGNATION OF TEMPORARY PROTECTED STATUS FOR SYRIA
Dear Acting Secretary McAleenan:

We, the 200 undersigned faith-based organizations and faith leaders from across traditions, call on you
to extend for 18 months and redesignate Temporary Protected Status, or TPS, for Syriain orderto
protectthe 7,000 current Syrian TPS holders and theirfamilies as well as those who would benefit from
redesignation. Ourrequestis rootedin morality, humanity, and the teachings of our faiths: we must
welcome, protect, and offer hospitality tothose in need. The Quran teaches: “They love those who
emigrated tothemandfind not any desire in their hearts of what the emigrants were given, butrather
give them preference overthemselves, even though they are in privation. Whoeveris protected from
the greediness of hisown soul, then those will be successful.”? Similarly, the Torah commands, “You
shall have one standard for strangerand citizen alike: forIthe LORD am your God.”?

Like the foundations of our faiths, offering help, safety, and security to those seeking refuge isthe
underpinning of oursociety. These are the American valuesthatled Congress to create TPS. A failure to
provide the maximum protection for Syriansinthe United States now would go against the cherished
principles that define our country.

“The main thing | feltinstantly was that | was much safer. In the U.S. you feel security.
You have rights, even ifyou are a foreigner. | love that about the U.S. TPS meant
everything. Going back to Syria is not an option. You can’t imagineit. The military can
destroy you, throw you in jail, detain you, torture you without accountability.”

— Wael, Syrian TPS holder

The situation in Syriaremains one of the worst human rights crises of our time. Atleast 511,000 people
have losttheirlives since the start of the war.3 More than 1,100 children were killed in conflictin 2018
alone.*The Syrian government continues to use chemical weapons, relentless bombing, arbitrary arrest,
and torture.® Throughout the war, there have been atleast 336 chemical weapons attacks.® As recently
as April 2018, a chlorine attackin the city of Douma killed dozens of people and injured hundreds.” At
least 128,000 people have disappeared into Syrian prisons.®Inside, people are beaten, sexually
assaulted, electrocuted, coveredinfuel andlit onfire, forced to kill one another, and subjected to other
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forms of torture.® Atleast 14,000 people have been tortured to death overthe course of the war.°

There are 13 million peoplein Syriain need of humanitarian aid.! The countryis currently ranked the
fifth most severe food crisis in the world. 2 USAID reports that 11.7 million Syrians need food assistance
in 2019, with 9 million facingemergency food insecurity.** Approximately 6.5 million peopleare facing
“life-threatening food insecurity.”** Compounding factors—in addition to conflict—include elevated
food prices, inflation, and the 2018 drought, the worstin 30 years.®> Droughtin Syriaand destruction of
infrastructure inthe war (including deliberate attacks), have also led to severe water shortages.'® More
than 50 percentof the populationin three governorates depend on waterbeingtrucked in to survive.’

Approximately 12 million peoplein Syriawere in need of medical assistance as of December2018.18
Deliberate, targeted attacks on healthcare facilities and workers continue.*® There have been 566
verified attacks on medical facilities since the beginning of the warand 890 documented killings of
medical professionals, including 264 doctors.?° The Assad regime and its allies carried out almost all of
the targeted attacks and killings of medical professionals.?? In addition to the destruction of half of the
country’s health care facilities, ongoing, targeted aerial strikes and combat have left three million homes
and forty percent of schools partially orcompletely destroyed.??

“I lost my house in Syria. My house was hit by bombs and gunfire... After| got
Temporary Protected Status, | felt secure. | started working right away. I need TPS to
help provide for my sister who is 75 years old and sick. My sister is the only close
family I have left.” — Anonymous Syrian TPS holder

A new wave of the humanitarian emergency in Syriais unfolding now as the Syrian governmentand
allies wage a military campaign against rebel-held Idlib.23 The areais home to three million civilians, with
1.5 million peopleinternally displaced from elsewhere in the country.?* In May 2019, as the
government’s aerial bombardment intensified, hundreds of thousands fled.2*> The Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights reports that 5,400 airstrikes have killed 316 people.?® Atleast 61 children were killed by
airstrikesin April and May 2019.2” The United Nations predicts that millions may try to flee to Turkey
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and that the battle in Idlib could be among the most brutal in the history of the war.28

Many returnees to Syria overthe past few years, whetherforced returns or voluntary, have suffered at
the hands of the Assad regime.2° Accordingto a 2019 survey, approximately 75 percent of Syrianswho
returned to government-controlled areas were harassed at checkpoints, extorted, conscripted into the
military and forced to fightin the war, or arrested.3° Atleast 2,000 returnees have been detained over
the past two years.3! Returnees have beeninterrogated, tortured and forced to inform on theirfamily
members.32 A 2018 report documents at least 50 returnee children arrested with accusations of
“revolutionary ties.”*?

The U.N. cautions that “safe, voluntary and dignified return” to Syriais not possible at this time.3* Earlier
thisyear, Pope Francisreminded us, “A person’s dignity does notdepend onthem beingacitizen, a
migrant, or a refugee. Savingthe life of someonefleeingwarand povertyisan act of humanity.”*> Inline
with our belief and understanding of humanity as acommon family, called to support and protect one
another, we urge you to grant the maximum protection possible through 18-month extension and
redesignation.

Sincerely,
Faith Organizations

Adrian Dominican Sisters Immigration Assistance
Alumna of the University of Notre Dame

American Friends Service Committee
ArizonaJustice For Our Neighbors

B'nai Jeshurun

CatholicCharities Archdiocese of Boston
CatholicCharities Diocese of Laredo
CatholicCharities of the Archdiocese of Washington
CatholicCharities of West TN

Catholiclmmigration Services - Little Rock
CatholicLegal Immigration Network, Inc.

Christ Church

Christian Reformed Church Office of Social Justice
Church World Service

Congregation of Our Lady of Charity of the Good Shepherd, US Provinces
Council on American-IslamicRelations (CAIR)
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Crossing Borders - Dubuque

Disciples Refugee & Immigration Ministries

Dominican Sisters of Grand Rapids
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Dominican Sisters of Houston

Emgage Action

Emmaus CatholicCommunity

Faithin PublicLife

Franciscan Action Network
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Franciscan Sisters of the Poor US Area

Friends Committee on National Legislation

Greater New York Labor Religion Coalition
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Hispanic Apostolate

Illinois Conference of the United Church of Christ

Immigrant and Refugee Committee, Sisters of the Most Precious Blood, O'Fallon, MO
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church

JesuitSocial Research Institute

Justice For Our Neighbors East Texas

Justice for Our Neighbors-Michigan

Justice, Peace and Reconciliation Commission, Priests of the Sacred Heart, US Province
Leadership Team of the Felician Sisters of North America
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Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns
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Muslim Public Affairs Council
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NETWORK Lobby for CatholicSocial Justice

NHCUCC Immigrant and Refugee Support Group
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Province of St. Joseph of the Capuchin Order

Refugee Support Committee of Temple Israel of Greenfield
Religious of the Sacred Heart of Mary, Eastern American Province
Rompiendo Las Aguas-Radio Program

School Sisters of Notre Dame - Central Pacific Province
Sisters of Charity of New York

Sisters of Charity, BVM

Sisters of Mercy of the Americas - Justice Team

Sisters of Mercy West Midwest

Sisters of SaintJoseph of Chestnut Hill, Philadelphia, PA
Sisters of St. Dominic of Blauvelt, New York



Sisters of St. Francis of the Neumann Communities
Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet

Sisters of the Presentation, Dubuque, lowa

Sisters of the Presentations

St. Therese Catholic Church

The Interfaith LGBTI Clergy Association

Union for Reform Judaism

Unitarian Universalist Service Committee

United Church of ChristJustice and Witness Ministries
Westwood Congregational Church

Wheaton Franciscan Sisters Justice and Peace Office
Wisconsin Faith VoicesforJustice

World Relief
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Br. Mike Dorn, OFM Cap.

Bro. Brian MclLauchlin

Campus MinisterSean Farry
Chairof the Buffalo Catholic Diocese Care for Creation Sharon Goodremote
Chairperson David Carlson
ChaplainBenTousley
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Deacon Steven Beumer
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Dr. Zaher Sahloul

Fr. JimHoffman OFM
Ministerto Migrants Larry Trent
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Pax Christi IL Board Member Karen Jackson
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Rabbi Burton Visotzky, PhD
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Rabbi Eli Freedman

RabbiJosé Rolando Matalon
Rabbi Michael Feinberg

Rabbi Michael Rothbaum

Rabbi Shuli Passow

Retired Reverend/Chaplain Patricia Hollinger
Rev. Christine Payden-Travers
Reverend Allan Anderson
Reverend Anne Schlesinger
Reverend Canon MariaTjeltveit



Reverend Corey Sanderson
Reverend Dawn Adams
Reverend Deacon Thomas Mariconda
Reverend Diane Mettam
Reverend Dr. Lyle J. Dykstra
Reverend Dr. Mark Zier
Reverend Dr. Richard Gilbert
Reverend Dr. Roberto Vazquez
Reverend Dr. Sharon Stanley-Rea
Reverend Eliot Moss
Reverend Erik Karas
Reverend Frank Bergen
ReverendJanet M. Cooper Nelson
ReverendJason Bens
ReverendJenniferValentine
ReverendJohn Ward-Diorio
ReverendJudith Hanlon
ReverendJusto Gonzalezll
Reverend Kate Stevens
Reverend Kathy Donley
Reverend Kenneth Kennon
ReverendKirsten Linford
Reverend Liza Knapp
Reverend Marcia L. Hoffman
Reverend Martha Sexton
Reverend Paul Hagedorn
Reverend Randy Orso
Reverend Richard Nahman
Reverend Ross Carmichael
Reverend SandiJohn
Reverend Thomas Synan
Reverend Vicki Ix

Sister Dawn Achs

Sister Aneelah Afzali

Sister AngelaYbarra

Sister AngelicaSmialowicz
Sister Barbara Juszkiewicz
Sister Betty Cawley

Sister Carol Boschert

Sister Carren Herring

Sister Christine Garcia

Sister Christine Stankiewicz
Sister Colleen Dauerbach
Sister Cynthia Ann Machlik
Sister DebraSciano

Sister Desire Findlay

Sister Doreen Glynn

Sister Dorothy Moczygemba



SisterHelenJane Jaeb
SisterJanetLuecke
SisterJanice Jolin
SisterJeremy Marie Midura
SisterJessicaTerek
SisterJoan Agro
SisterJulianne Vagnozzi
Sister Kate O'Donnell OSF
Sister KathleenKlingen
SisterLindaLutz

Sister Louise Alff

Sister Lynne Schmidt
Sister Maria Orlandini
Sister Marie Lucey

Sister Mary Ann Azar
Sister Mary Ann Mueller
Sister Mary Carr

Sister Mary Louis Rustowicz
Sister Mary Mahowald
Sister Mary McMahon
Sister MaryAnne Olekszyk
Sister Patricia Rogucki
Sister PegRgan
SisterRichelle Friedman
Sister Rosemarie Goins
Sister Sharon Altendorf
Sister Sharon Goodremote
Sister Sheilamarie Tobbe
SisterSister EvaHernandez
SisterSuzanne Susany
Sisters Cynthia Babyak

Sr. AnnaMarie Reha

Sr. CeceliaByrnes

Sr. Diane Roche

Sr. Diane Smith

Sr. Dorothy Zeller

Sr. Frances Murray

Sr. Judy Cannon

Sr. Laetitia Bordes

Sr. Marge White

Sr. Mary Ellen Brody

Sr. PatriciaColla

Sr. Ramona Dombrowski



